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Family Structure and
Children’s Health

by Deborah A. Dawson, Ph.D.,
Division of Health Interview Statistics

Introduction

Children’s well-being is strongly associated with family
structure. In numerous studies, children from divorced
families and those living with single parents have been
found to have more emotional, behavioral, and academic
problems than children living with both of their biological
parents (1-6). Other studies have found that children
from divorced or single-parent families are overrepre-
sented among “‘juvenile delinquents” and among clients at
outpatient psychiatric clinics or other mental health facil-
ities (5-9). These findings are of special concern because
of the increasing proportions of children living in one-
parent, disrupted (divorced or separated parents), and
combined households. It is estimated that nearly half of
today’s children will live in a single-parent family at some
point during their childhood. About one-third will experi-
ence the divorce of their biological parents, and one-
fourth will live with a stepparent by age 16 (6,10-13).

Family structure in and of itself is not necessarily a
predictor of child health and development; in fact, chil-
dren living with two biological parents who experience a
great deal of conflict may have at least as many problems
as children from disrupted households or those where the
father never has been present (14-19). More likely, family
structure is a proxy for the process variables that directly
affect children’s well-being (1,17,20,21). These include the
characteristics of family relationships that accompany
marital dissolution (for example, decreased attention, af-
fection, and communication) as well as factors that reflect
the task overload experienced by all single parents, includ-
ing never-married women (22-24). Because process vari-
ables such as these are difficult to measure, they are rarely
included in studies based on large, nationally representa-
tive samples. Examination of the proxy variable of family
structure is of value for two reasons. First, its relationship
to child health is suggestive of the action of the process
variables, leading to hypotheses that can be tested through
smaller, observational studies. Second, it may help to
identify population subgroups that are in need of special
services or social support systems.

This report examines family structure in relation to a
number of measures of children’s health and well-being:
physical health, academic performance, and emotional or
behavioral problems. These measures are compared for

four categories of children: those living with both biologi-
cal parents, those living with an unmarried mother who
was formerly married to the child’s father, those living
with an unmarried mother who was never married to the
child’s father, and those living with a mother and stepfa-
ther (or other nonbiological father). Results are presented
for all children 17 years of age and under and within
categories of selected demographic and social characteris-
tics. The former include the child’s age, gender, race, and
ethnicity; the latter include presence or absence of sib-
lings, mother’s education and employment, and family
income —both in absolute dollar terms and as a percentile
of the poverty level for a family of equivalent size and
structure. Although the main focus of the report is on the
associations between family type and children’s health, the
report also includes a description of the types of family
arrangements in which today’s children live and a discus-
sion of the relationship between family type and the other
demographic and social characteristics.

The data on which this report is based were collected
in the 1988 National Health Interview Survey on Child
Health (NHIS-CH), which is described in subsequent
sections of this report. This is the second survey on child
health to be conducted under the umbrella of the National
Health Interview Survey (NHIS). In 1981, the NHIS
included a section on child health that contained many of
the same questions that were repeated in 1988. A number
of analyses of the 1981 data have been published, includ-
ing one that looked at the same relationships being exam-
ined in this report (6). These 1988 findings will be
compared with those for 1981 whenever possible, citing
any questionnaire differences that might cloud compari-
sons of the two surveys’ results.

Most of the outcome measures examined in this
report have been included in a multivariate analysis of the
effects of family structure on children’s health and well-
being. The results of that analysis, which were presented
at the 1990 meeting of the Population Association of
America (25) and have been submitted for publication,
will be cited whenever appropriate in the following discus-
sion of the simple bivariate relationships.

In addition to this and other published reports, data
from the NHIS are available on microdata tapes. Public



use data tapes are available for the 1988 NHIS-CH as well
as for many other special health topics included in the
1973-88 National Health Interview Surveys. Information
on these tapes is available from the National Center for

Health Statistics, Division of Health Interview Statistics,
Systems and Programming Branch, 6525 Belcrest Road,
Hyattsville, MD 20782.



Highlights

These highlights summarize data described in detail in

the text and tables that follow:

In 1988, 61 percent of U.S. children 17 years of age
and under lived with both of their biological parents.
This proportion declined with age, from 71 percent
of children 4 years of age and under to 51 percent
of those 15-17 years of age. The other most commmon
types of family consisted of a mother formerly
married to the child’s father (11 percent of
children), a mother and stepfather (9 percent), and
a mother who was never married to the child’s
father (8 percent).

Family structure was strongly correlated with
socioeconomic status. The proportion of children
living in families with incomes below the poverty
threshold varied from 11 percent of those living with
both biological parents to 66 percent of those living
with never-married mothers. The various types of
family also differed in terms of children’s age, race
and ethnicity, number of siblings, and mother’s
education.

Although family structure was not associated with
most measures of physical health, children who had
experienced the disruption of their parents’ marriage
(including those currently living with mothers and
stepfathers) were more likely than other children to
have had an accident, injury, or poisoning in the past
year.

There was a strong relationship between family type
and school performance. Children not living with
both their biological parents had an increased risk of
both academic problems (repeated grades of school)

and behavior problems in school (expulsions or
suspensions and  parent-teacher conferences).
Children living with a mother only or with a mother
and stepfather were two to three times more likely
than children living with both biological parents to
have been expelled or suspended at some time.
Children living with a formerly married mother were
more than three times as likely as those living with
both biological parents to have received treatment
for emotional or behavioral problems in the
preceding 12 months—8.8 percent versus 2.7 percent
for all children 3-17 years of age. The likelihood of
having received treatment was also elevated among
children living with a mother and stepfather
(6.6 percent) or with a never-married mother
(4.4 percent).

The proportion of children with at least one
indicator of behavioral problems varied from about
half of those living with both biological parents or
with a never-married mother to two-thirds and
three-fourths, respectively, of those living with
formerly married mothers and with mothers and
stepfathers.

The overall behavioral problem score (a count of the
number of problem behaviors) was lowest for
children living with both biological parents, slightly
higher for those living with never-married mothers,
and highest for those living with formerly married
mothers or with mothers and stepfathers. This
pattern was repeated for the scores for antisocial
behavior, anxiety or depression, headstrong behavior,
hyperactivity, dependency, and peer conflict or social
withdrawal.



Sources and limitations
of the data

The estimates presented in this report are based on
data from the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), a
continuous nationwide household interview survey con-
ducted by the National Center for Health Statistics (26).
Each week, interviewers trained and employed by the U.S.
Bureau of the Census interview a probability sample of
the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United
States, obtaining information about the health and demo-
graphic characteristics of each member of the households
included in the NHIS sample.

The NHIS consists of two parts: (1) a basic health and
demographic questionnaire that remains the same from
year to year and is completed for each household member
and (2) special health topics questionnaires that vary from
year to year and may be completed for all members or a
samuple member of each household. The 1988 NHIS in-
cluded the following special health topics: acquired immu-
nodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) knowledge and attitudes,
medical device implants, occupational health, alcohol, and
child health. The last of these topics, the National Health
Interview Survey on Child Health (NHIS-CH), was a
collaborative effort of the National Center for Health
Statistics, the Bureau of Maternal and Child Health of the
Health Resources and Services Administration, and the
National Institute for Child Health and Human Develop-
ment. All three agencies provided funding and partici-
pated in planning and developing the questionnaire. Child
Trends, Incorporated, a private research organization,
also played an active role in defining the scope of the
survey and in the design of the NHIS-CH questionnaire.

The questionnaire included items on child care ar-
rangements; family relationships (including mother’s mar-
ital history); characteristics of the child’s birth, such as
birth weight, hospitalization, and prenatal care; exposure
to smoke before and after birth; accidents, injuries, and
poisonings; chronic medical conditions; general aspects of
health including bedtime and sleeping arrangements; de-
velopmental delays, learning disabilities, and emotional
problems; school attendance and performance; sources of
medical care; and behavioral problems. The latter com-
prised a 32-item behavioral problem index that forms the
basis for many of the outcome measures included in this
report. The contents of this index and the derivation of
the individual behavioral problem scores are discussed in
appendix II. Most of the items on the NHIS-CH question-
naire were asked for all children; some, such as child care
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arrangements, were asked only for children in specified
age groups.

The total interviewed sample for 1988 for the basic
health questionnaire consisted of 47,485 households con-
taining 122,310 individuals. The total response rate was
95 percent. The NHIS-CH sample consisted of one child
17 years of age and under from each NHIS household
containing children in that age range. Interviews were
conducted in 95 percent of the households identified as
containing children in the eligible age range. Thus the
overall response rate for the NHIS-CH was 91 percent,
the product of the two 95-percent response rates. Inter-
views were completed for 17,110 children 0-17 years of
age. Self-response was not permitted for the NHIS-CH
questionnaire. Data for each sample child were provided
by the adult household member who was reported to know
the most about the child’s health, usually the child’s
mother.

A description of the survey design, methods used in
estimation, and general qualifications of the NHIS-CH
data are presented in appendix I. Because the estimates
shown in this report are based on a sample of the
population, they are subject to sampling errors. Each
estimate presented in this report is accompanied by its
standard error. Appendix I contains a discussion of the
methods used in estimating variances for the NHIS-CH
sample.

Appendix II defines many of the terms used in this
report. It also describes the derivation of the complex
measures used in the analysis, for example, the behavioral
problem scores. The 1988 NHIS questionnaire, including
the NHIS-CH questionnaire and all other special health
topics, is included in the 1988 edition of the annual NCHS
report entitled “Current Estimates From the National
Health Interview Survey” (27).

In this report, persons for whom valid responses were
not available for individual items were excluded from both
the numerators and denominators of percents and percent
distributions. This exclusion of unknowns implicitly as-
sumes that the response distribution for the missing values
is the same as for the responses that were provided. Item
nonresponse for the variables included in this analysis was
generally low, less than 5 percent. The handling of miss-
ing data for composite measures such as the behavioral
problem indexes is discussed in appendix II.



In this report, terms such as “similar” and “no
difference” mean that there is no statistically significant
difference (p <.05) between the categories being com-
pared. Terms relating to difference, for example, “greater
than” or “less likely to,” indicate that the values being
compared are statistically significant at the .05 level. The

t-test, with a critical value of 1.96, was used to test all
comparisons. Lack of comment regarding differences be-
tween any two estimates should not be construed as
meaning that the difference was tested and found not to
be statistically significant.



Selected topics

Family structure

In 1988, 61 percent of all U.S. children 17 years of
age and under lived with both their biological parents (see
figure 1). In the vast majority of these cases (98 percent),
the biological parents were married to each other. Eleven
percent of children lived in a one-parent household with a
biological mother who was formerly married to the child’s
father. This group is made up primarily of children living
with divorced or separated mothers (58 and 30 percent,
respectively) but also includes small proportions of wid-
owed mothers (7 percent) and women currently married
to, but not living with, someone other than the child’s
biological father (5 percent). For convenience of notation,
this group will be referred to as “children of formerly
married mothers.” Another sizable group of children,
9 percent of the total, lived with a biological mother and a
nonbiological father. The latter were mostly stepfathers
(79 percent) but also included adoptive fathers (7 per-
cent), foster fathers (less than 1 percent), and fathers not
classified as to type (14 percent). This group of children
will be referred to as “children living with mothers and

Never-married mother
and no father

Formerly married
mother and
no father

¥ Both biological
parents
61.3%

Other

Figure 1. Percent distribution of children 17 years of age and
under by family type: United States, 1988

stepfathers.” The one remaining type of family that was
commonly reported consisted of a one-parent household
headed by a biological mother who was never married to
the child’s biological father. Eight percent of U.S. children
fell into this category. These will be referred to as “chil-
dren of never-married mothers” for the sake of conve-
nience; however, it should be noted that 25 percent of
these women had been married at some time to someone
other than the child’s biological father. Together, these
four types of family contained almost nine-tenths of the
Nation’s children. They are the four categories that will
form the basis for the comparisons contained in this
analysis.

For the remaining children, who made up 11 percent
of the total, numerous types of family arrangements were
reported. Households consisting of biological fathers and
no mothers or of biological fathers and nonbiological
mothers each accounted for 1.5 percent of all children 17
years of age and under. Slightly more than 1 percent of
children in this age range lived with two adoptive parents.
Between 2 and 3 percent lived in other two-parent situa-
tions, and almost 1 percent lived with two grandparents.
Other categories included a nonbiological mother and no
father (less than 1 percent) and an adult female relative
with no adult male relative (less than 1 percent).

The differences by age in the distribution of children
by family type provide some insight into life-cycle changes
in living arrangements. The proportion of children living
with both biological parents decreased with age from
71 percent of children 0-4 years of age to 51 percent of
those 15-17 years of age, whereas the proportion living
with a formerly married mother rose from 7 to 15 percent
(see table 1). There was a sharper increase in the propor-
tion of children living with a mother and stepfather, up
from 4 percent at 0-4 years of age to 14 percent at 15-17
years of age. Clearly, these differences reflect the proba-
bilities of parental divorce and remarriage, each of which
increases over the child’s lifetime. Less easy to interpret
are the differences by age in the percent of children living
with never-married mothers. This proportion decreased
from 11 percent for children 04 years of age to 5 percent
for those 10-17 years of age. This difference could be
interpreted as an indicator that women who bear children
out of wedlock eventually go on to marry, or it may merely
reflect the rise in out-of-wedlock births in recent years.



Correlates of family structure

As shown in table 2, family structure was strongly
associated with a variety of demographic and socioeco-
nomic measures. This table compares selected sociodemo-
graphic characteristics of children in the four most
common types of family: those living with both biological
parents, those living with a formerly married mother only,
those living with a never-married mother only, and those
living with a mother and stepfather.

Children living with formerly married mothers or with
mothers and stepfathers were older, on average, than
those living with both biological parents or with never-
married mothers. Although there were no differences by
gender, the racial composition of the four groups varied
substantially. Children living in households with no father
or stepfather were considerably more likely to be black
than those living in two-parent households. The percent of
children who were black varied from a high of 63 percent
for those living with a never-married mother to a low of
8 percent for those living with both biological parents.
Although the relationship of family structure and Hispanic
ethnicity was much weaker, the data in table 2 do indicate
that Hispanic children were slightly overrepresented
among children living with never-married mothers.

Children living with both biological parents were the
most likely to have siblings, 83 percent. The figures were
slightly lower for children living with formerly married
mothers or with mothers and stepfathers (77 and 80 per-
cent, respectively) and were lowest, 68 percent, for those
living with never-married mothers.

Mother’s education and employment differed consid-
erably for the four groups of children compared in ta-
ble 2. The children whose mothers were most highly
educated were those living with both biological parents.
Forty-one percent of these children had mothers with
more than 12 years of education; only 16 percent had
mothers with less than 12 years of education. In contrast,
among children living with never-married mothers,
19 percent had mothers with more than 12 years of
education and 40 percent had mothers with less than 12
years of education. Between these two extremes lay the
children living with either a formerly married mother only
or with a mother and stepfather. Within both of these
groups, about one-third of the children’s mothers had
completed more than 12 years of education, and about
one-fifth had less than a high-school education. In terms
of maternal employment, the children whose mothers
were most likely to be employed were those living with
formerly married mothers or with mothers and step-
fathers. Two-thirds of these children had working moth-
ers, compared with 59 percent of the children living with
both biological parents and 43 percent of those living with
never-married mothers.

Perhaps the most striking differences among the four
groups of children shown in table 2 were with respect to
income and poverty status. Both in terms of absolute
dollar income and income relative to the poverty-line

index, children living in mother-only households were
disadvantaged relative to those living in two-parent house-
holds. The proportion of children with family incomes
below the poverty line varied from 11 percent of those
living with both biological parents and 14 percent of those
living with a mother and stepfather to 40 and 66 percent,
respectively, of those living with formerly married and
never-married mothers.

The variation in demographic and socioeconomic
characteristics among the four groups of children com-
pared in table 2 underscores the difficulty in interpreting
simple associations between family structure and child
health. Bach of the characteristics included in table 2 is
known or hypothesized to be associated with children’s
health and well-being. Consequently, differences in the
distribution of these characteristics among children in the
various types of family have the potential for confounding
the simple bivariate relationships between family type and
the various health indicators. Accordingly, the following
tables examine these relationships within subgroups of the
demographic and socioeconomic characteristics as well as
for all children as a whole.

Physical health

Figure 2 compares the prevalence of selected health
problems for children from the four most common types
of family. These health indicators are examined in greater
detail in tables 3-8. The most frequently reported of the
health problems were accidents, injuries, and poisonings
(AIP’s). Overall, 14 percent of children 17 years of age
and under experienced an AIP in the 12 months preceding
the NHIS-CH interview. Children living with formerly
married mothers or with mothers and stepfathers were the
most likely to have had an AIP in the preceding year (17
and 18 percent, respectively). Children living with both
biological parents were the next most likely to have had an
ATP (13 percent), followed by those living with never-
married mothers (9 percent).

As shown in table 3, this general pattern was ob-
served consistently for older children (that is, for children
5 years of age and over) but not for younger children. For
black and Hispanic children, all the observed differences
were within the sampling error; that is, they were not
statistically significant. The overall differential by family
type was not modified by the presence of siblings or by
maternal employment, but it disappeared among children
of high socioeconomic status, as measured by either ma-
ternal education or by income and poverty status.

Multivariate analyses of the probability of having
experienced an AIP found that even after adjustment for
all of the social and demographic characteristics included
in table 3, children who had experienced the separation of
their natural parents—either by marital dissolution or
death and without regard to whether subsequent remar-
riage occurred —were more likely than other children to
have had an AIP in the preceding year (25).
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Figure 2. Percent of children 17 years of age and under who had
selected health problems In past 12 months, by family type:
United States, 1988

The other health problems examined were chronic
asthma, frequent headaches, speech defects, and chronic
enuresis (bedwetting). These conditions were selected
because of documented or hypothesized associations with
emotional problems such as stress and anxiety. Each of
these conditions was fairly rare, reflecting the overall good
health of the child population. For all children 17 years of
age and under, the proportions reporting the four condi-
tions were 4.2 percent (asthma), 2.8 percent (headaches),
2.6 percent (speech defect), and 2.4 percent (enuresis).
Differences in prevalence according to family type were
small and inconsistent across conditions; most were not
statistically significant. After adjustment for all demo-
graphic and socioeconomic differences among the family
types, only one difference remained. Children living in
households without fathers were more likely than those in
two-parent families to have had chronic asthma in the
preceding 12 months.

Detailed tables 8 and 9 focus on another aspect of
physical health, perceived vulnerability to illness and in-
jury. This was measured by means of a health vulnerability
index whose derivation is described in appendix II. Ta-
ble 8 shows the percent of children reporting one or more
of the nine indicators of vulnerability included in the
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index; table 9 presents the mean health vulnerability
scores. Overall, 40 percent of children 17 years of age and
under were reported to have had at least one of the health
vulnerability indicators; the mean health vulnerability
score for all children 0-17 years of age was 0.81. The data
in tables 8 and 9 suggest that children living with both
biological parents fared better in terms of general health
than did children from the other three family types exam-
ined. The proportion of children with one or more indica-
tors of health vulnerability varied from a low of
38 percent for children living with both biological parents
to a high of 48 percent for those living with never-married
mothers, The mean health vulnerability score showed a
similar pattern, ranging from 0.75 to 1.01. When compar-
ing values for different family types within categories of
the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics, there
were few differences among the three alternative family
types; however, children living with both biological parents
consistently scored lower than the others in terms of
health vulnerability. This finding was also produced by
multivariate analyses of these same data (25). 3

School performance

The NHIS-CH questionnaire included three items
dealing with school performance: repeated grades of
school, expulsions or suspensions, and instances where the
parents were asked to discuss the child’s performance or
behavior in school. Actual academic performance, as mea-
sured by class standing or grades, was not included. All
measures of school performance were asked only for
children 5-17 years of age. As shown in figure 3 and
tables 10-12, school performance was strongly associated
with family structure.
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Figure 3. Percent of children 5-17 years of age who had ever
experlenced selected academic problems, by family type:
United States, 1988



The proportion of children who had ever repeated a
grade of school was two to three times as high for children
living with mothers only or with mothers and stepfathers
as for those living with both biological parents. Twelve
percent of the latter were reported to have ever repeated
a grade; in contrast, the figure was 22 percent for children
living with formerly married mothers or with mothers and
stepfathers and 30 percent for those living with never-
married mothers. This general pattern was maintained for
all age, race, and ethnic categories, but not for all categor-
ies of income and poverty status. Multivariate analyses,
with simultaneous adjustment for all the social and demo-
graphic characteristics, found that the risk of having re-
peated a grade of school was almost 50 percent greater
for children of formerly married mothers than for those
living with both biological parents; the risk was almost
twice as high for those living with never-married mothers
or with mothers and stepfathers (25). These differences
are larger than those found in Zill’s analysis of child
health data from the 1981 NHIS (6). The observed differ-
ences by family type in repeated grades of school were
smaller in 1981 than in 1988, and they were not statisti-
cally significant after adjusting for other characteristics.

Expulsions and suspensions were reported less fre-
quently than repeated grades of school. Only 7 percent of
all children 5-17 years of age were reported to have been
expelled or suspended from school. By family type, the
proportions ranged from a low of 4 percent for children
living with both biological parents to a high of 15 percent
for those living with never-married mothers. This pattern
was maintained for children in all demographic and socio-
economic subgroups except for those in the highest and
lowest income categories, and it held up (albeit slightly
diminished in magnitude) in multivariate analyses of the
results (25).

Eighteen percent of children 5-17 years of age had
ever been the subject of a parent-teacher conference. The
proportion was approximately twice as high for children
living with never-married mothers as for those living with
both biological parents, 28 compared with 13 percent, and
also was elevated for children living with formerly married
mothers or with mothers and stepfathers—21 and 23 per-
cent, respectively. As with expulsions and suspensions, this
general pattern was observed in almost all of the popula-
tion subgroups examined in this analysis; multivariate
analyses confirmed that the association was statistically
significant net of the contributions of the demographic
and socioeconomic variables (25).

Emotional health

The NHIS-CH questionnaire included a series of
questions on emotional and behavioral problems. These
included whether or not the sample child was perceived to
ever have had such problems, whether or not he or she
had been treated, and when treatment occurred. In order
to focus on problems that might result from rather than
precede changes in family structure, this analysis was

o
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biological married married and
parents mother and mother and stepfather
no father  no father

Figure 4. Percent of children 3—17 years of age who were treated
for emotional or behavioral problems In the past 12 months, by
family type: United States, 1988

restricted to treatment for emotional or behavioral prob-
lems received in the 12 months preceding the NHIS-CH
interview. As shown in figure 4, the proportion of chil-
dren for whom such treatment was reported (4.6 percent
for all children 3-17 years of age) varied substantially
according to family type. The figure was lowest for chil-
dren living with both biological parents (2.7 percent). It
was somewhat higher (4.4 percent) for those living with
never-married mothers, and over twice as high (6.6 per-
cent) for those living with mothers and stepfathers. For
children living with formerly married mothers, the esti-
mate was 8.8 percent—almost three times as high as for
children living with both of their biological parents. As
shown in table 13, the pattern varied somewhat by age of
child. For children under 10 years of age and for those
15-17 years of age, the proportions of children treated
were as high or higher for children living with mothers and
stepfathers as for those living with formerly married moth-
ers; only within the 10-14-year age group did the pattern
match that observed for all children 3-17 years of age. In
each age group, though, children living with both biologi-
cal parents were the least likely to have been treated for
emotional or behavioral problems, followed by those living
with never-married mothers. This finding conforms to a
pattern found in the results of a number of past studies
indicating that children of never-married mothers had
fewer emotional problems than those who had experi-
enced the disruption of their parents’ marriages (5,28,29);
however, after multivariate adjustment for demographic
and socioeconomic factors, children living with never-
married mothers were as likely as those living with moth-
ers and stepfathers to have received treatment (25).
Additional data on emotional and behavioral prob-
lems were derived from the 32-item behavioral problems
index (see section P-11 of NHIS-CH questionnaire.) Most
of the items on this list were asked for children 5-17 years
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of age; some were restricted to children 5-11 years of age.
For all the items on this list, respondents were asked
whether the behavior was often true, sometimes true, or
not true of the sample child. Each child’s overall behav-
ioral problem score was calculated by summing the num-
ber of statements that were reported as often or
sometimes true of him or her (see appendix II for addi-
tional information on the derivation of this score).

The proportion of children with at least one indicator
of behavioral problems, that is, for whom at least one
statement was reported as often or sometimes true, was
57 percent for all children 5-17 years of age. This propor-
tion varied from about one-half of children living with
never-married mothers or with both biological parents to
two-thirds of those living with formerly married mothers
and three-fourths of those living with mothers and stepfa-
thers (table 14). The mean score showed a slightly differ-
ent pattern with respect to family type (table 15). It was
higher for children living with never-married mothers than
for those living with both biological parents (4.39 versus
3.48), but was about the same for those living with for-
merly married mothers and those living with mothers and
stepfathers (5.83 and 6.09, respectively).

Regardless of whether considering the mean score or
the percent of children with at least one indicator of
behavioral problems, the overall pattern with respect to
family type differed from the pattern observed within age
groups. Within age groups, children of never-married
mothers were as likely to have behavioral problems as
children from disrupted marriages. This finding was con-
firmed in multivariate analyses adjusting for all demo-
graphic and social characteristics (25) and is consistent
with Zill’s analysis of child health data from the 1981
NHIS (6).

In addition to measuring behavioral problems in gen-
eral, the behavioral problem index was designed to mea-
sure six specific constructs: antisocial behavior, anxiety or
depression, headstrong behavior, hyperactivity, depend-
ency (asked omly for children 5-11 years of age), and
peer conflict or social withdrawal. Appendix II provides
more discussion about the derivation and reliability of
these individual scales. As shown in tables 16-24 and 26,
for the population of children 5-17 years of age as a
whole, the proportions with at least one indicator of
specific behavioral problems were 30 percent for antiso-
cial behavior, 44 percent for anxiety or depression,
48 percent for headstrong behavior, 40 percent for hyper-
activity, and 12 percent for peer conflict or social with-
drawal. As shown in table 25, 17 percent of children 5-11
years of age were reported to have at least one indicator of
dependency.

Figure 5 and tables 16-27 show how these different
types of behavioral problems are associated with family

10
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Figure 5. Percent of children 5-17 years of age with at least one
indicator of various types of behavioral problems, by family type:
United States, 1988

structure. For three of the constructs, antisocial behavior,
dependency, and peer conflict or social withdrawal, the
pattern with respect to family type was about the same as
for overall behavioral problems. The percent of children
with at least one indicator of each of these problems was
lowest for children living with both biological parents and
higher for those living with never-married mothers, with
formerly married mothers, or with mothers and stepfa-
thers. In contrast, children living with never-married
mothers were no more likely than those living with both
biological parents to have one or more indicators of
anxiety or depression, headstrong behavior, or hyperactiv-
ity. Multivariate analyses of the mean scores for each of
the six individual behavioral constructs showed that the
pattern was actually the same for all six. In each case the
mean score was lowest for children living with both bio-
logical parents, and there were no statistically significant
differences in degree of elevation among the other three
family types examined (25).
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Table 1. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent distribution by family type, according to age: United States, 1988

All 04 5-9 10-14 15-17
Family structure ages years years years years
Number of children in thousands
Total. . o e e e 63,569 18,435 17,926 16,592 10,616
Percent distribution

Total. v vt e e e e e e e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Biological motherand father . . . .. .. ................ 61.3 (0.6) 70.8 (0.9) 61.9 (0.9) 56.9 (1.0) 50.9 (1.1)
Biological mother and no father, formerly married to biological

father ... o e e 10.9 (0.3) 6.7 (0.4) 11.2 (0.6) 13.0 (0.6) 14.6 (0.7)
Biological mother and no father, never married to biological

L1311 7.5 (0.3) 11.1 (0.6) 7.7 (0.5) 5.0 (0.4) 4.7 (0.4)
Biological mother and no father, unknown if ever married to

biologicalfather . .. ....... ... ... . .. . .. 1.1 (0.1) 0.9 (0.2) 1.2 (0.2) 1.2 (0.2) 0.8 (0.2)
Biological mother and step, adoptive, or foster father. . . . . . .. 9.2 (0.3) 3.7 (0.4) 9.1 (0.5) 12.5 (0.6) 13.5 (0.7)
Biological fatherand nomother . . . . . ................ 1.5 (0.1) 0.8 (0.1) 1.5 {0.2) 1.7 (0.2) 2.7 (0.3
Biological father and step, adoptive, or foster mother. . . . . . .. 1.5 (0.1) 0.2 (0.1) 1.0 (0.2) 2.4 (0.3) 3.2 (0.4)
Adoptive motherandfather . ...................... 1.1 (0.1) 1.0 (0.2) 1.2 (0.2) 1.0 (0.2) 1.1 (0.2)
Grandmotherand grandfather . . ... ................. 0.8 (0.1) 0.7 (0.1) 0.8 (0.1) 0.8 (0.1) 0.9 (0.2)
Other two-parent situations . . ..................... 2.6 (0.2) 2.4 (0.4) 2.3 (0.3) 3.1 (0.4) 2.9 (0.4)
Step, adoptive, or foster motherandno father .. ......... 0.9 (0.1) 0.8 (0.1) 0.9 (0.2) 1.0 (0.2) 0.8 (0.2)
Female relative more than 18 years old and no male relative

morethan18vyearsold . ........................ 0.9 (0.1) 0.4 (0.1) 0.8 (0.1) 1.0 (0.2) 1.6 (0.2)
Other o e e e 0.7 (0.1) 0.4 (0.1} 0.4 (0.1) 0.5 (0.1) 2.2 (0.5

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown In parentheses.
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Table 2. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent distribution by selected demographic and soclal characteristics,
according to family type: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother martied married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children’ father no father no father father

Number of children in thousands

Ot L e 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5,818
Percent distribution
Ot L e e e e 100.0 (0.0} 100.0 (0.0) 100.0 (0.0) 100.0 (0.0) 100.0 (0.0)
Age
O-2YBAIS . . it i s 17.9 (0.3) 20.9 (0.4) 8.4 (0.8) 20.3 (1.3) 6.7 (0.9)
BoAYBAIS . vt e 11.1 (0.2) 12.6 (0.4) 9.3 (0.7) 13.9 (1.1) 5.1 (0.6)
SO YBAIS . . i e e s 28.3 (0.5) 28.5 (0.6) 29.0 {(1.3) 29.1 (1.4) 28.1 (1.5)
T0-T4YEArS . . .. vttt e it e e 26.1 (0.4) 24.2 (0.5) 30.9 (1.2) 17.3 (1.2) 35.5 (1.6)
1617 YEarS . . . .t o e e e 16.7 (0.3) 13.9 (0.4) 22.3 (1.1) 10.4 (0.8) 24.7 (1.2)
Gender
MBI o Lttt e e 51.2 (0.4) 51.4 (0.5) 50.8 (1.2) 50.4 (1.5) 49.0 (1.3)
Female . . ... s 48.8 (0.4) 48.6 (0.6) 49.2 (1.2) 49.6 (1.5) 51.0 (1.3)
Race
White . . e e e 84.0 (0.7) 91.8 (0.5) 76.2 (1.5) 36.6 (2.0) 87.4 (1.2)
BlacK .. e e e 16.0 (0.7) 8.2 (0.5) 23.8 (1.5) 63.4 (2.0} 12.6 (1.2)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic .. ... i e 11.6 (0.5) 11.2 (0.6) 12.8 (1.0) 14.8 (1.5) 10.6 (1.0)
NOR-HISPAMIC .+ o v v v vt v e et e e 88.4 (0.5) 88.8 (0.6) 87.2 (1.0) 85.2 (1.5) 89.4 (1.0)
Number of siblings®
NORE. . L e e e e 21.0 (0.3) 16.7 (0.3) 22.8 (0.9) 31.8 (1.3) 20.2 (1.0}
[0 T 4o = 79.0 (0.3) 83.3 (0.3) 77.2 (0.9) 68.2 (1.3) 79.8 (1.0
Education of mother figure
LeSSthan 12 Y arS . . o o v oot v vttt v e e 19.6 (0.5) 15.7 (0.6) 22,6 (1.4) 40.0 (1.8) 20.0 (1.4)
T2YEAIS . vt ittt e e 42.2 (0.5) 42.9 (0.7) 43.2 (1.5) 41.3 (1.7) 47.3 (1.6)
Morethan12years ......... ... .. 38.2 (0.5) 41.4(0.7) 34.2 (1.4) 18.7 (1.2) 32.7 (1.4)
Employment of mother figure
EMPIOYEd. . o it e s 59.3 (0.5) 59.4 (0.6) 66.5 (1.6) 42.8 (1.7) €6.5 (1.7)
Notemployed . .. ... ... v i 40.7 (0.5) 40.6 (0.6) 33.5 (1.6) 57.2 (1.7) 335 (1.7)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . .. . .. ... .. e 14.0 (0.5) 5.7 (0.3 33.4 (1.5) 59.0 (2.0) 8.1 (1.1)
$10,000-$19.998 . . . . .. .. e 19.3 (0.5) 16.2 (0.5) 30.3 (1,3) 24.4 (1.5) 19.6 (1.3)
$20,000-834,999 . . . . ... e 30.2 (0.5) 33.0 (0.5) 25.5 (1.3) 11.7 (1.1) 35.3 (1.6)
$35000-849,999 . . . . ... ... e 20.2 (0.5) 24.9 (0.6) 7.1 (0.7) 2.1 (0.9) 20.9 (1.2)
$50,000 OF MOFE . o v\t vi e et eie e 16.3 (0.5) 20.2 (0.6) 3.7 (0.5) 2.8 (0.6) 16.1 (1.2)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line
LessthanB0percent . ... ... ...t 7.6 (0.3) 3.2 (0.3 16.1 (1.2) 34.6 (1.8) 3.1(0.7)
50-99percent. .. ... e 12.6 (0.4) 7.9 (0.4) 23.9 (1.2) 31.3 (1.8) 10.7 (1.0)
100-199 parcent . . ..o i e 27.0 (0.5) 27.1 (0.6) 27.9 (1.3) 21.7 (1.5) 32.0 (1.8)
200299 percent . . ... e e 20.8 (0.5) 22.7 (0.5) 18.6 (1.2) 8.2 (0.8) 22.1 (1.3)
300 PErcent ormore .. ... vv v i it vt i 32.1 (0.6) 39.2 (0.7) 13.4 (1.0} 4.2 (0.5) 32.1 (1.5)

TIncluding other and unknown family type.
2ncluding children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.
3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 3. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent who had an accident, injury, or polsoning in the past 12 months, by
family type and selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children? father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total? Lo e e e e, 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5818
Percent
TotalR L e e e e e e 14.0 (0.3) 13.4 (0.9) 17.4 (1.0) 9.1 (0.8) 17.7 (1.1)
Age
0-2VYEarS vt v iii it ittt e, 9.5 (0.6) 9.7 (0.7) 16.3 (3.1) 6.9 (1.3) 9.3 (2.9)
B VRAIS .t vt eetar it 12.8 (0.9) 13.7 (1.1) 10.2 (2.7) 10.1 (2.7) 14,5 (4.2)
O VRAMS 4t ettt 12.8 (0.6) 12,1 {0.7) 15.9 (2.2) 9.9 (1.6) 15,7 (2.3)
S Y - 15.5 (0.6) 15.1 {0.8) 18.4 (1.9) 10.6 (2.3) 18.4 (1.9)
B Y - 19.3 (0.8) 18.6 (1.1) 216 (2.2) 9.2 (2.3) 22.1 (2.4)
Gender
Male ......c0iiiieiiinannn e 16.6 (0.5) 15.8 (0.5) 21.7 (1.5) 11.0 (1.3) 21.4 (1.7)
Female .. .. ...ttt it it i et 11.3 (0.4) 10.9 (0.5) 13.0 (1.3) 7.2 (1.1) 14.1 (1.6)
Race
White . o v ittt i i e i e 15.3 (0.3) 14.3 (0.4) 19.8 (1.2) 12.4 (1.5) 19.3 (1.2)
BIACK 4 v v v ettt e e 8.2 (0.5) 8.1 (1.1) 10.3 (1.9) 7.3 (0.9) 73 (1.7)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic .. ... .cvii it iei e 9.0 (0.8) 8.8 (1.1) 8.6 (2.1) 7.5 (2.4) 14,2 (4.1)
Non-Hispanic . .....c.uuvi i i nean 14.7 (0.3) 14,1 (0.9) 18.9 (1.1) 9.2 (0.9) 18.1 (1.2)
Number of siblings®
L3 T 14.0 (0.4) 13.6 (0.4) 17.1 (1.2) 8.8 (1.1) 17.9 (1.3)
ONEOIFMOIE i it i it ettt tee et e e nn e 14.0 (0.5) 12.4 (0.6) 185 (1.6) 9.7 (1.1) 17.0 (1.8)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12vears . .......c.oievineennuansnn 10.8 (0.7) 9.2 (0.8) 14.4 (1.9) 7.1 (1.1) 15.7 (2.8)
T2 YA . it i e ettt 14.0 (0.5) 13.0 (0.6) 18.3 (1.6) 8.4 (1.3) 198.6 (1.7)
More than 12 years ...... i e e 15.6 (0.5) 15.4 (0.6) 18.4 (1.9) 16.1 (2.2) 16.2 (1.8)
Employment of mother figure
Employed .. ... ..ttt 15.0 (0.4) 14.6 (0.5) 17.5 (1.3) 10.1 (1.2) 17.3 (1.3)
Notemployed . . .. ...ttt n it e it en e 12.6 (0.5) 11.7 (0.6) 17.4 (1.8) 8.2 (1.2) 18.7 (2.1)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . ..o vv v ittt i ii it e 13.7 (0.8) 11.4 (1.6) 19.8 (2.1) 9.7 (1.3) 14.3 (4.0)
$10,000-818,899 . . .. ... i e e e 10.1 (0.7) 9.2 (0.9) 13.3 (1.7) 6.3 (1.4) 12.1 (2.2)
$20,000-534,999 . . . . .. i e 14.8 (0.5) 13.8 (0.6) 222 (2.2) 11.8 (3.0) 17.0 (2.1)
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . ...ttt e 15.3 (0.8) 14.6 (0.9) 11.4 (3.4) 8.5 (6.0) 189 (2.7)
$50,000 0FMOME . .\ v vt ettt ieteenenannnesnns 17.6 (0.9) 17.4 (1.0) 22,5 (5.7) 5.2 (3.8) 22.4 (3.3)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

LlessthanS0percent. . . . ... ... 0. 12.7 (1.3) 12.0 2.7) 15.4 (2.9) 10.7 (1.8) 21.0 (8.2)
50-99percent ... .. e e 11.3 (0.9) 8.4 (1.3) 18.3 (2.4) 6.5 (1.3) 12.3 (3.0)
100-199 percent . ... i vt it i i e e e 12.5 (0.6) 11.9 (0.7) 15.0 (1.7) 9.7 (1.9) 15.6 (2.1)
200-299perCent . .. v it i et e 14.7 (0.7) 13.8 (0.8) 18.2 (2.3) 10.3 (2.6} 17.6 (2.6)
300 Percent OrMOre . v v v v v vttt v e veensnonnenn 16.6 (0.7) 15.9 (0.7) 21.6 (2.6) 10.7 (3.7) 18.9 (1.8)

Tincluding other and unknown family type.

2Including chiidren with other and unknown values on individual demographic and soclal characteristics.

3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, Including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.

17



Table 4. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent who had chronic asthma in the past 12 months, by family type and

selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

- Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children’ father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total? ... e 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5,818
Percent
Tota . 4.2 (0.2) 3.9 (0.2) 5.9 (0.6) 5.0 (0.7) 4.8 (0.7)
Age
D2 VBAIS. o e it 2.4 (0.3) 2.3 (0.4) 4.1 (1.8) 3.3 (0.8) 1.4 (1.4)
BodYRAIS .t i e 3.6 (0.4) 3.4 (0.5) 3.7 (1.3) 5.9 (2.0) 4.5 (2.5)
BB YBAIS oottt e 5.0 (0.4) 5.0 (0.5) 5.7 (1.2) 6.0 (1.2) 57 (1.7)
T0TAYEAIS « . o v v vt et e 4.3 (0.4) 4.2 (0.4) 7.3 (1.3) 6.1 (2.0) 4.6 (0.9)
AB—ATYBAIS . o o v v v ev e e e 4.4 (0.4) 3.9 (0.5) 5.8 (1.5) 4.0(1.7) 52(1.3)
Gender
Male. ... e 5.1 (0.2) 4.9 {0.3) 6.6 (0.8) 4.4 (0.8) 6.3 (1.1)
Fernale . .. ... it e 3.4 (0.2) 2.8 (0.3 5.1 (0.9) 5.6 (1.0) 3.4 (0.9)
Race
White . . .. e e 4.1 (0.2) 3.8 (0.2) .8 (0.6) 4.5 (0.9) 4.9 (0.8)
Black ... ... e e 5.1 (0.4) 4.9 (0.7) 6.1 (1.4) 5.3 (0.9) 46 (1.8)
Hispanic origin
HISPANIG « v v oo 3.5 (0.4) 3.1 (0.6) 3.6 (0.9) 6.3 (2.0) 3.9 (1.7)
NON-HISPANIC © .« v vttt e e e 4.4 (0.2) 4.0 {0.2) 6.3 (0.6) 4.8 (0.7) 4.9 (0.8)
Number of siblings®
NOnE ..o e 4.4 (0.2) 4.0 (0.2) 6.3 (0.7) 5.2 (0.9) 4.9 (0.9)
ONEOFMOIE . . v ittt et ettt e eneen o 3.7 (0.2) 3.2 (0.3 4.6 (0.8) 4.5 (0.8) 4.4 (0.9
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12years ...... ... ... .o, 3.6 (0.4) 2.8 (0.5) 5.4 (1.4) 4,0 (0.8) 4.6 (2.4)
T2VBAIS ot e e 4.2 (0.3) 3.6 (0.3) 6.0 (1.0) 57 (1.2) 5.0 (0.9)
Morethan 12years . .............ovuien.n. 4.6 (0.3) 4.6 (0.3) 6.1 (1.1) 5.5 (1.4) 4.7 (0.9)
Employment of mother figure
Employed ... ... .. ... . ... e 4.3(0.2) 3.9 (0.3) 6.0 (0.7) 4.7 (1.0) 5.4 (0.8)
Notemployed . . ... v e s i 4.2 (0.3) 3.9 (0.3) 5.7 (1.2) 5.5 (0.9) 3.7 (1.1)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . .. .. .. .. ... ... ., 5.4 (0.6) 4.1 (1.1) 53 (1.2 6.3 (1.0) 11.5 (5.1)
$10,000-$19,999 . . . ... ... L. 3.9 (0.4) 2.6 (0.5) 5.9 (1.1) 5.5 (1.5) 5.5 (1.7)
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . . 4.4 (0.3) 4.4 (0.4) 7.2 (1.5) 2.3 (1.2) 3.7 (0.9)
$35,000-$49,999 . . . ..ttt 4.2 (0.4) 3.7 (0.4) 7.2 (3.2) 0.0 (0.0) 6.4 (1.5)
$50,0000rmMOrE . . .ottt 4.2 (0.4) 4.6 (0.5) 6.0 (3.2) 1.9 (1.9) 3.2(1.1)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

LessthanS0percent. . .. ... .. v eevnnenn.. 5.0 (0.8) 3.3(1.3) 6.0 (1.7) 4.6 (1.2) 18.6 (10.3)
BO-99 DBICENT . . oottt i e e 4.0 (0.5 2.3 (0.6) 43(1.2) 5.9 (1.3) 6.9 (2.5)
100-199percent . . ... e e 4.1 (0.3) 4.0 (0.5) 54 (1.0) 5.9 (1.4) 3.3 (0.9)
200-299 PEICEAL « « v o v oo 4.6 (0.4) 3.9 (0.4) 7.9 (1.5) 3.6 (1.6) 5.4 (1.4)
300 percent Or MOre . . ..ottt 4.3 {0.3) 4.2 (0.3) 7.1 (1.6) 2.2 (1.5) 4.5 (1.0)

Tincluding other and unknown family type.

2Including children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and soclal characteristics.
3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 5. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent who had frequent headaches in the past 12 months, by family type

- and selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biolegical Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic childrent father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total ........ e 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5818
Percent
Total L . e 2.8 (0.2) 2.5 (0.2) 4.1 (0.5) 2.3 (0.5) 5.0 (0.8)
Age
D2 YBAIS .« vt it it i e 0.2 (0.1) 0.2 (0.1) 0.0 (0.0) 0.1 (0.1) 0.0 (0.0)
B4 YBAIS . i vt i e e e e 0.4 (0.2) 0.5 (0.2) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0)
B O YRAIS &\ ot vttt e 2.3 (0.3) 2.2 (0.3) 3.3 (0.8) 1.1 (0.5) 4.4 (1.5)
1014 years . ..o o e e 4.4 (0.4) 4.0 (0.5) 5.0 (1.1) 5.8 (2.2) 5.4 (1.2)
15-17years . ....... e e e 5.8 (0.5) 5.6 (0.7) 7.3 (1.3) 9.0 (3.1) 7.3 (1.4)
Gender
Male e e e e e e 25 (0.2) 2.0 (0.2) 4.1 (0.7) 2.3 (0.8) 4.0 (0.8)
FOMAl & oottt e e 3.2 (0.2) 2.9 (0.3) 4.2 (0.8) 2.4 (0.5) 5.9 (1.3)
Race
WHHE © ot v e e e e 3.0 (0.2) 2.6 (0.2) 4.2 (0.6) 2.2 (0.7) 5.0 (0.8)
BIACK « vttt it e 2.5 (0.3) 1.9 (0.6) 3.8(1.0) 2.5 (0.7) 5.2 (1.7)
Hispanic origin
HISPARIC o v v vttt ettt i e 1.6 (0.4) 0.8 (0.3) 45 (1.8) 26 (2.1) 2.1 (1.5)
NOM-HISPARIG « v v v v et e e e e 3.1 (0.2) 2.7 {0.2) 4.1 (0.5) 2.3 (0.5) 5.4 (0.8)
Number of siblings®
NONe .. i e e 3.1 (0.2) 2.7 (0.2) 4.5 (0.6) 2.6 (0.7) 5.1 (0.9)
ONBOFMOFE .« oottt i r e ittt n it caennn 1.9 (0.2) 1.4 (0.2) 2.9 (0.6) 1.8 (0.4) 4.3 (0.8)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12years. . . ... oot vt i e ie e e 2.8 (0.4), 2.2 (0.9) 47 (1.2) 1.6 (0.7) 6.4 (2.2)
i2years . ........... e e e 3.1 (0.2) 2.8 (0.3) 47 (0.8) 3.1 (1.0) 4.5 (0.9)
Morethani2years ..........covvivivnennn 2.5(0.2) 2.3 (0.3) 3.1 {0.7) 2.2 (0.9) 4.8 (1.0)
Employment of mother figure
EMPIOYEA & vt v vttt et 2.8 (0.2) 2.6 {0.2) 3.7 (0.6) 1.4 (0.4) 4.8 (0.9)
NOtEemMPIOYEd . v v v v v e ee i e ie e 2.9 {0.3) 2.3 {0.3) 5.0 (1.0) 3.1 (0.8) 5.2 (1.3)
Annual famlly income
Llessthan$10,000 ... ..., v it iineannnn 4.0 (0.6) 3.3 (1.0) 4.8 (1.1) 27 (0.7) 11.4 (6.1)
$10,000-819,999 . . . . ... it i e e 2.4 (0.4) 2.3 (0.5 2.6 (0.8) 2.1 (0.8) 4.5 (1.6)
$20,000-834,999 . . . .ttt u e 27 (0.3) 2.6 {0.3) 53 (1.2) 0.8 (0.6) 3.3 (0.9)
$35,000-849,999 . . it ittt 2.9 (0.3 2.4 (0.3) 3.1 (1.5) 4.5 (3.5) 7.3 (1.7)
$50,0000rmMOre ... v v vt n it e e 3.3 (0.9) 2.9 (0.5) 4.1 (2.4) 0.0 (0.0) 5.6 (2.0
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

lessthan50percent. . . . oo oo v o v it e i i in e 4.5 (0.8) 3.5 (1.4) 5.4 (1.6) 2.7 (0.8) 18.8 (10.6)
B0-99percent ... ...t i i e 2.5 (0.4) 2.2 (0.7) 4.0 (1.0) 1.5 (0.7) 4.0 (1.9)
100-199 PEreent « . oo oot e e 2.6 (0.3) 2.4 (0.49) 2.6 (0.6) 2.0 (0.8) 3.8 (1.0)
200299 PEICENt « v v v v it e e 3.0 (0.4) 2.7 (0.4) 5.6 (1.5) 2.2 (1.1) 4.6 (1.6)
300 percentormore . ... .. i e 2.9(0.3) 2.5 (0.3) 3.4 (1.0) 1.6 (1.2) 6.1 (1.3)

tincluding other and unknown family type.

Ancluding children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and soclal characteristics,

SNumber of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 6. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent who had a stammer or other speech defect in the past 12 months, by
family type and selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children! father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total L 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5,818
Percent
Total e 2.6 (0.2) 23(0.2) 3.2 (0.5) 4.3 (0.7) 24 (0.5)
Age
02 YBaIS . ... e 0.1 (0.1) 0.1 (0.1) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0)
BAYOAIS .ttt 4.7 (0.6) 4.1 (0.7) 5.9 (2.0) 5.6 (2.1) 8.1 (3.1)
BrQYRAIS . it 4.3 (0.4) 4.2 (0.5) 3.1 (0.9) 10.5 (2.2) 2.7 (0.9)
10-14years . . .. ... . e 2.2(0.3) 1.6 (0.3) 4.8 (1.0) 14 (0.7) 2.3 (0.8)
16-17years . . ... . e 1.4 (0.3) 1.4 (0.9) 1.0 (0.4) 24 (1.4) 1.7 (0.8)
Gender
Male .. ... .. . . .. 3.5(0.9) 3.2 (0.3) 4.3 (0.8) 5.2 (1.0) 3.4 (0.8
Female . ...\ttt e 1.6 (0.2) 1.4 {0.2) 1.9 (0.5) 3.4 (1.1) 1.4 (0.5)
Race
White .. oo 2.5 (0.2) 2.4 (0.2) 3.4 (0.6) 3.8 (1.1) 2.2 (0.5)
BlaCK « v i i e 3.3 (0.4) 25 (0.7) 2.7 (0.8) 4.8 (1.0) 45 (1.6)
Hispanic origin
HISpanic ... .vvi i e 3.5 (0.6) 3.8 (0.7) 3.4 (1.4) 4.0 (1.9) 1.8 (1.0)
NOR-HISPARIC . .. oot ot e 2.5 (0.2) 2.2 (0.2) 3.2 (0.5) 4.2 (0.8) 2.4 (0.5)
Number of siblings®
NOME ottt 2.8 (0.2) 2.6 (0.2) 3.5 (0.8) 5.3 (1.0) 2.4 (0.6)
Oneormore ....... N 1.6 {0.2) 0.9 (0.2) 2.1 (0.5) 2.2 (0.8) 2.6 (0.6)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12years . ........................ 3.9 (0.4) 3.6 (0.8) 5.0 (1.3) 5.7 (1.5) 3.9 (1.3)
T2Years . .. e e 2.5 (0.2) 2.5 (0.3) 29(0.7) 3.1 (1.0 2.4 (0.7)
Morethan 12 years . . ........o.vvinnnennn.. 1.9 (0.2) 1.7 (0.2) 2.3 (0.5) 4.0 (1.3) 1.6 (0.5)
Employment of mother figure
Employed .. ... ... .. ... .. . . 2.3 (0.2) 2.1 (0.2) 2.7 (0.5) 4.0 (1.1) 2.7 (0.6)
Notemployed . . . ........ ... ... ... ... ... 3.0 (0.3) 2.6 (0.3) 4.0(1.1) 4.7 (1.0) 1.9 (0.7)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . ... ...... ..o .. 4.3 (0.6) 1.9 (0.7) 5.5 (1.3) 6.2 (1.3) 2.3 (1.6)
$10,000-$19,999 . . .. . ... . 3.2 (0.9) 4.2 (0.7) 1.8 (0.6) 1.7 (0.8) 3.2 (1.2
$20,000-834,999 . . . . ... 2.2 (0.3) 2,1 (0.3) 2.1 {0.8) 2.9 (1.7) 2.7 (0.8)
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . .. ... 2.4 (0.3) 2.3 (0.4) 2.2(1.3) 25 (24) 2.2 (1.0)
$50,0000rmMOre . ......vviiinnen .., 1.9 (0.3) 20 (0.4) 1.6 (1.2) 0.0 (0.0) 0.8 (0.4)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

LessthanS0percent . ... .................... 5.0 (0.9) 3.1 (1.6) 6.6 (1.8) 6.2 (1.5) 3.9 (3.9)
BO-99 POICENE . v vttt ittt e 3.5 (0.5) 4.1 (0.9) 2.9 (1.0) 45 (1.4) 20 (1.3)
100-199percent . . .. ... e 2.7 (0.3) 2.8 (0.5) 2.6 (0.7) 2.5 (1.0) 3.2 (1.0)
200-299 POIrCENt . . . . e e 2.3 (0.3) 2.2 (0.4) 2.0 (0.9 2,5 (1.8) 3.1 (1.0)
300 percentormore . .. ... ... 1.9 (0.2) 1.9 (0.3) 1.9 (0.8) 24 (1.7) 1.4 (0.5)

Hinciuding other and unknown family type.

2including children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.

SNumber of siblings 17 years of age and under, Including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses,
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Table 7. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent who had chronic enuresis in the past 12 months, by family type and
selected demographic and soclal characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Moather
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic childrent father no'father no father father

Number of children in thousands

Total? . ... oL P 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5,818
Percent
L= L 24 (0.1) 2.3 (0.2) 2.9 (0.5) 2.3 (0.4) 3.0 (0.5)
Age
[0 - | e 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0)
B4 YEAIS . . it i i et e e e 0.3 (0.1) 0.3 (0.2) 0.6 (0.6) 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0)
S-OVYBAS . ...ttt f e e 5.4 (0.4) 5.4 (0.5) 6.6 (1.6) 5.5 (1.4) 6.0 (1.2)
L BT - 2.8 (0.3) 2.8 (0.4) 2.7 (0.7) 2.8 (1.2) 3.6 (0.9)
117 VBAIS & v v vt et et e e 0.4 (0.1) 0.4 {0.2) 0.3 (0.2) 2.2 (1.3) 0.1 (0.1)
Gender
Male ... e e e 3.1 (0.2) 3.2 (0.3) 3.0 (0.6) 3.6 (0.8) 3.9 (0.8)
Female ........... et 1.6 (0.2) 1.4 (0.2) 2.7 (0.8) 1.1 (0.4) 2.1 (0.5)
Race
White .ot i i ittt e 2.4 (0.1) 2.4 (0.2) 2.4 (0.4) 2.1 (0.7) 2.9 (0.5
Black ... cv i e e 25 (0.4) 2.2 (0.8) 4.3 (1.7) 2.5 (0.6) 2.7 (1.2)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . ......... .0ttt 2.5 (0.5) 2.6 (0.7) 3.1 (0.8) 2.1 (1.5) 1.3 (0.6)
Non-Hispanic ... ...t 2.4 (0.1) 23(0.2) 2.9 (0.6) 2.4 (0.4) 3.0 (0.5)
Number of siblings®
NOME . ot i e e e e 2.7 (0.2) 2.7 (0.2) 3.3 (0.7) 2.6 (0.6) 3.0 (0.6)
Oneormore .......ceuuuuusn e e 1.2 (0.1) 0.7 (0.1) 1.3 (0.4) 1.7 (0.6) 2.8 (0.7)
Education of mother figure
lessthan12years .. .......ciitiiinnnne s 2.4 (0.4) 29 (0.7) 1.9 (0.9) 2.7 (0.8) 13 (0.7)
20 L 26 (0.2) 2.5 (0.3) 3.3 (0.9) 2.0 (0.7) 3.1 (0.7)
Morethan 12years . ... ....ccv e nennnnnvnnns 2.1 (0.2) 1.9 (0.3) 3.0 (0.9) 2.4 (1.0) 3.9 (0.9)
Employment of mother figure
Employed .. ... .. . i i e 23(0.2) 2.2(0.2) 2.8 (0.5) 2.0 (0.7) 2.8 (0.6)
Notemployed . . ... ... i it ittt ie i eninnnns 2.6 (0.3) 2.5 (0.4) 3.1 (1.2) 2.7 (0.6) 3.4 (0.9)
Annual family income
Llessthan 810,000 .. ... .o ittt ittt r e 3.6 (0.5) 5.1 (1.3) 3.9 (1.4) 3.2 (0.7) 4.3 (2.0
$10,000-$19,999 . . . . .t it s 2.7 (0.4) 2.8 (0.7) 3.3 (0.9) 1.3 (0.6) 4.2 (1.3)
$20,000-834,999 . . . ...t i e 2.2(0.2) 2.2 (0.9) 1.7 (0.5) 2.2 (1.4) 2.9 (0.8)
$35,000-849,999 . . ... ... e e e 2.3 (0.3) 2.1 (0.4) 3.3 (2.8) 0.0 (0.0) 3.6 (1.5)
$50,0000rmore .. .v vttt e e 2.3 (0.3) 2.3 (0.4) 3.5 (2.6) 8.4 (6.0) 2.5 (1.2)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line
Lessthans0percent . ... .. .. vttt innnnnnnn 4.5 (1.0} 7.3 (2.7) 5.7 (2.9) 3.2 (0.9) 3.4 (3.3)
B0-99percent ... ...t i i e i 2.8 (0.5) 4.1 (1.1) 1.3 (0.6) 1.9 (0.7) 3.4 (1.7)
100-198percent . ...ttt e e 2.2 (0.3) 2.0 (0.3) 3.2 (0.9) 1.7 (0.8) 3.8 (0.9)
200-299percent . .. ... e e 2.4 (0.3) 2.4 (0.4) 2.8 (1.2) 1.4 (1.4) 2.5 (0.9)
300 PercentormOre . ... v v v v v i vt et i it e n s ann 2.0 (0.2) 1.9 (0.3) 1.5 (0.8) 4.4 (2.7) 3.4 (1.1)

including other and unknown family type.
2ncluding children with other and unknown values on Individual demographic and social characteristics.
3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown In paréntheses.
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Table 8. Number of children 17 years of age and under and percent with one or more Indicators of health vulnerability, by family type

and selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children! father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total? L 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5,818
Percent
Total? e 40.2 (0.5) 38.4 (0.6) 43.8 (1,5) 47.9 (1.8) 43,8 (1.7)
Age
O-2VYBAIS « oot i it 39.8 (1.1) 38.9 (1.3) 45.2 (5.6) 41.8 (3.0) 38.4 (5.3)
BAYEAIS . .t 43.8 (1.4) 41.1 (1.8) 49.3 (4.5) 63.0 (4.2) 41.1 57
S-Oyears ... e e 44.1 (0.9) 42.3 (1.2) 46.9 (2.5) 53.8 (3.2) 48.0 (3.2)
10-14years . .. ... e e 37.3 (1.0) 34.1 (1.1) 41.5 (2.6) 42.4 (4.1) 44.4 (2.6)
15-17years . ... 36.2 (1.0) 34.8 (1.3) 40.1 (2.7) 36.9 (4.5) 40.1 (2.9)
Gender
Male .. e 40.4 (0.7) 39.0 {0.9) 43.3 (2.1) 48.3 (2.5) 43.0 (2.5)
FOMEIE . ottt e e e e 40.0 (0.7) 37.8 (0.9) 44.2 (1.9) 47.5 (2.5) 44.5 (2.4)
Race
White . ... 40.7 (0.5) 39.3 (0.6) 45.5 (1.8) 47.5 (2.5) 44.4 (1.9)
Black . .. ... . 37.8 (1.3) 28.0 (1.6) 39.1 (2.8) 47.3 (2.4) 37.6 (4.3)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic ... ... 40.2 (1.6) 38.1 (1.7) 42,8 (4.6) 53,7 (4.3) 40.9 (6.3)
Non-Hispanic . ......... ... ... ... ... .. ..., 40.2 {0.5) 38.4 (0.6) 44.1 (1.6) 46.9 (2.0) 44.1 (1.7)
Number of siblings3
None ... 40.2 (0.6) 38.4 (0.7) 43.5 (1.8) 49.2 (2.3) 44.3 (2.0)
ONEOFMOIE « v v ottt et 40.3 (0.7) 38.6 (0.9) 446 (2.1) 45.1 (2.0) 41.7 (2.4)
Education of mother figure
Llessthan12years ................ ..., 43.2 (1.2) 39.8 (1.7) 51.4 (3.7) 49.1 (3.0) 49.6 (3.7)
T2YRAIS . . . i e e 40.4 (0.7) 38.4 (0.8) 422 (2.0) 47.6 (2.6) 43.1 (2.9)
Morethan12years . ........... ..., 38.5 (0.8) 37.9 (0.9) 40.8 (2.2) 46.0 (3.6) 41.3 (2.6)
Employment of mother figure
Employed ......... .. . . i 39.5 (0.6) 38.3 (0.7) 40.9 (1.7) 45.8 (2.4) 445 (1.9)
Notemployed . . .. ...t ii e 41.6 (0.7) 38.7 (1.0) 49.5 (3.0) 50.4 (2.3) 427 (2.7)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . . . . . oottt i i 47.6 (1.4) 43.0 (2.9) 50.7 (3.0) 52.2 (2.3) 55.1 (5.9)
$10,000-$19,999 . . . .. ... 42,6 (1.2) 40.1 (1.6) 445 (2.2) 46.1 (3.5) 49.2 (3.9)
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . ... e 40.4 (0.9) 40.2 (1.1) 37.4 (2.8) 44.3 (4.8) 41.7 (3.2)
$35000-$49,999 . . . .. ... . e 38.7 (1.0) 37.8 (1.1) 47.3 (5.3) 50.8 (9.1) 45.9 (3.4)
$50,0000rmMOre . . ... 36.9 (1.3) 36.2 (1.4) 51.0 (6.2) 55.2 (11.7) 36.1 (3.8)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

LessthanB0percent .. ....... ... ... 45.6 (1.9) 34.8 (3.7) 52.3 (4.2) 50.9 (2.9) 57.8 (12.0)
BO-99PLICENt . . it 43.8 (1.5) 41.9 (2.7) 43.8 (3.2) 46.8 (3.1) 49.3 (4.9)
100-199 PEroeNt . . . .. vttty e 42.4 (1.0) 41.9 (1.2) 42,6 (2.3) 47.3 (3.3) 45.8 (3.8)
200~299 PEICENE . o o o vt e e 39.1 (1.0) 37.4 (1.2) 38.7 (3.1) 51.1 (4.6) 44.0 (3.0)
300 percentormore .. ... .. ... e 37.9 (0.8) 37.7 (0.9) 424 {3.2) 38.5 (6.0) 38.1 (2.5)

1lncluding other and unknown family type.
2including children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.
SNumber of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown In parentheses.
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Table 9. Number of children 17 years of age and under and mean health vulnerability score per child, by family type and selected

demographic and soclial characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children? father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
=3 =N 63,569 38,999 6,945 4,752 5,818
Mean score per child
L5 = 0.81 (0.01) 0.75 (0.02) 0.99 (0.04) 1.01 (0.05) 0.90 (0.05)
Age
D2 YBAIS .+ vt v isa i e it aen s e e 0.81 (0.03) 0.77 (0.03) 1.34 (0.27) 0.85 (0.08) 0.75 (0.14)
B4 VYBAIS .\ ittt e e s 0.83 (0.04) 0.77 (0.04) 0.98 {(0.12) 1.35 (0.14) 0.80 (0.12)
[ Y- = 0.90 (0.03) 0.84 (0.03) 0.99 (0.07) 1.10 (0.08) 1.00 (0.09)
1014 YEaIS . . o . i it ittt e e 0.74 (0.03) 0.64 (0.03) 0.94 (0.08) 0.88 (0.11) 0.93 (0.07)
1517 VOIS & v v ettt e e et e 0.74 {0.03) 0.69 (0.04) 0.93 (0.09) 1.01 (0.19) 0.79 (0.08)
Gender
Male .. e e e e e s 0.83 (0.02) 0.77 (0.02) 1.02 (0.07) 1.02 (0.07) 0.91 (0.06)
Female ........... e 0.79 (0.02) 0.72 (0.02) 0.96 (0.05) 1.00 (0.08) 0.88 (0.07)
Race
WHEE & v e oo eeenannnnn e 0.83 {0.01) 0.77 (0.02) 1.03 (0.06) 1.14 (0.09) 0.92 (0.05)
] T 0.75 {0.03) 0.53 (0.04) 0.88 (0.08) 0.94 (0.06) 0.65 (0.11)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . ......ccovviennn e e 0.81 (0.04) 0.75 (0.05) 0.83 (0.11) 1.34 (0.15) 0.84 (0.15)
NOR-HISPaNIC .+ v v vt vt it ittt e c i s 0.81 (0.01) 0.75 (0.02) 1.02 (0.05) 0.96 (0.05) 0.90 (0.05)
Number of slblings®
o7 1= 0.82 (0.01) 0.75 (0.02) 1.01 (0.08) 1.06 (0.07) 0.91 (0.08)
ONBOFMOME « v v v et e vs s e ennenneeeoenenenenes 0.78 (0.02) 0.72 (0.02) 0.90 (0.05) 0.92 (0.07) 0.85 (0.06)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan 12years. . .o .o v vttt ve v e it s e s 0.90 (0.03) 0.79 (0.04) 1.15 (0.13) 1.01 (0.07) 1.13 (0.13)
2= 0.81 (0.02) 0.76 (0.02) 0.97 (0.06) 0.96 (0.07) 0.83 (0.08)
Morethan 12 years, . v v v v v v v v it v v oo i i en i aa e 0.76 (0.02) 0.72 (0.02) 0.90 (0.06) 1.14 (0.14) 0.85 (0.07)
Employment of mother figure
Employed .. .. .. vttt iteiit i 0.78 (0.01) 0.74 (0,02) 0.90 (0.09) 0.95 (0.07) 0.90 {0.06)
Not employed . . ... ... e e e 0.85 (0.02) 0.76 (0.02) 1.17 (0.10) 1.09 (0.06) 0.89 (0.07)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 ... ..o vt v i in i it it i e s 1.05 (0.04) 0.89 (0.08) 1.20 (0.11) 1.12 (0.07) 1.33 (0.26)
$10,000-819,899 . . .. ittt i i e e 0.90 (0.04) 0.82 (0.05) 0.96 (0.07) 1.00 (0.12) 1.12 (0.11)
$20,000-334,999 , . .. .ttt s 0.78 (0.02) 0.77 (0.03) 0.83 (0.07) 0.84 (0.11) 0.84 (0.07)
$35,000-$49,999 . . . .. it e e e e 0.75 (0.03) 0.74 (0.03) 1.09 (0.19) 0.86 (0.17) 0.88 (0.10)
B50,0000F MOME . v vttt v e mn e iemnn s anns 0.71 (0.03) 0.68 (0.03) 1.08 (0.18) 1.42 (0.43) 0.68 (0.08)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

LlessthanS0percent .. ......coviiri i annn 1.00 (0.06) 0.65 (0.08) 1.22 (0.17) 1.09 (0.08) 1.73 (0.57)
50-99percent ... ... e e 0.95 (0.04) 0.90 (0.08) 1.03 (0.10) 0.99 (0.09) 0.99 (0.15)
100199 percent . . .. v vttt e e e 0.86 (0.03) 0.82 (0.03) 0.92 (0.07) 1.01 (0.12) 1.01 (0.08)
200-299 percent . . ...t e e e e 0.77 (0.03) 0.73 (0.03) 0.89 (0.09) 1.05 (0.14) 0.84 (0.08)
300 PErCENt OF MOME . + v v v v v vt e it e n e i e e e e 0.73 (0.02) 0.71 (0.02) 0.92 (0.09) 0.86 (0.22) 0.72 (0.06)

Tincluding other and unknown family type.

2including children with other and unknown velues on individual demographic and soclal characteristics.

3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 10. Number of children 5-17 years of age and percent who ever repeated a grade of school, by family type and selected
demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children® father no father no father father

Number of children in thousands

Total . e 45,144 25,945 5,712 2,702 5,132
Percent
TotalR . e e e 16.5 (0.5) 11.6 (0.6) 21.5 (1.4) 29.7 (2.5) 21.7 (1.5)
Age
BOYBAMS . vttt 10.6 (0.7) 7.6 (0.8) 16.2 (2.4) 19.7 (3.1) 13.4 (2.7)
T0-TAYBAIS © o v it it ittt 19.0 (0.7) 13.4 (0.8) 22,7 (2.0) 38.3 (3.8) 26.1 (2.3)
117 VRIS « o vt e et 20.1 (1.0) 14.9 (1.3) 25.0 (2.5) 35.7 (5.0) 22.8 (2.7)
Gender
Male .. 20.9 (0.7) 15.9 (0.8) 28.2 (2.1) 35.0 (3.0) 24.4 (2.0)
Female . . .. ... e e 11.8 (0.6) 7.2 (0.6) 14.7 (1.6} 24.3 (3.4) 19.1 (2.0)
Race
WHItE . o oottt 14.8 (0.6) 11.0 (0.6) 21.2 (1.5) 27.5 (3.5) 20,7 (1.6)
BlACK & o i e 26.3 (1.5) 19.6 (2.4) 23.7 (2.7) 30.8 (3.4) 31.2 (6.7)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . .. ...t i e e 18.6 (1.4) 17.0 (1.7) 17.1 (4.0) 33.3 (6.2) 23.4 (6.0)
Non-Hispanic . ......... ... 0. P 16.2 (0.5) 10.9 (0.5) 221 (1.4) 28.7 (2.6) 21.6 (1.6)
Number of siblings3
NOM & ettt ettt e e e 16.5 (0.6) 11.8 (0.6) 22.2 (1.6) 32.1 (3.1) 22,9 (1.7)
ONeormore . ...ttt ittt 16.5 (0.8) 10.4 (0.9) 18.5 (2.0) 21.3 (2.6) 15.9 (2.0)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12years. . . ..., .. oiiiniii i 28.0 (1.2) 22.3 (1.7) 37.4 (3.5) 36.6 (3.9) 30.8 (3.7)
T2YBAIS ottt e e e e 16.7 (0.8) 12.5 (0.9) 20.5 (2.2) 27.8 (3.5) 22.2 (2.2)
Morethan12years ... ... ... ..t inunennn 9.9 (0.6) 6.0 (0.6) 18.1 (1.7) 16.0 (4.1) 15.6 (2.2)
Employment of mother figure
Employed . ... e e 14.7 (0.5) 10.3 (0.6) 17.8 (1.4) 27.7 (3.2) 22.0 (1.8)
NOLEMPIOYed . . . . oottt et it 19.2 (0.9) 13.9 {1.7) 295 (2.7) 31.4 (3.2) 21.0 (2.7)
Annual family income
lessthan $10,000 . . . . . ... oottt i i e 29.6 (1.5) 221 (3.2) 31.5 (2.8) 34.4 (3.2) 18.3 (4.9}
$10,000-$19,999 . . . . . ... e 21.1 (1.3) 19.1 (2.2) 20.4 (2.4) 17.9 (3.4) 315 (3.9)
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . ... e e 16.3 (0.9) 12.4 (1.0) 16.7 (2.4) 20.5 (5.9) 23.8 (2.9)
$35,000-$49,999 . . 0o e 11.3 (0.8) 10.4 (0.9) 12.3 (4.0) 34.0 (8.5) 13.6 (2.3)
$50,000 0T MOME . . v vttt e e e 8.6 (0.8) 6.3 (0.7) 3.6 (2.7) 0.0 (0.0) 17.9 (3.2)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line
Lessthan 50 percent . ... ........ ... ... . ... vuun. 30.3 (2.4) 23.8 (5.0) 26.9 (3.9) 37.5 (4.7) 25.3 (0.4)
5099 percent .. ... 27.8 (1.7) 225 (2.7) 32.4 (3.3) 30.1 (4.9) 33.3 (6.4)
100199 percent . . ..o it e 19.2 (1.1) 15.3 (1.8) 18.6 (2.2) 19,5 (3.4) 27.2 (3.2)
200-299 percent . .. L. . e e 13.9 (0.9) 11.1 (1.0) 15.9 (2.7) 23.7 (5.8) 18.6 (2.9)
300 percentormore . ... ...t it e 10.0 (0.6) 8.1 (0.6) 11.4 (2.2) 4.0 (3.2) 16.3 (2.0)

linciuding other and unknown family type.
2Including children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.
3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, Including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 11. Number of children 5-17 years of age and percent who were ever expelled or suspended from school, by family type and
selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic childrent father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
=3 =1 45,144 25,945 5,712 2,702 5,132
Percent
TOtA L e e 7.1 (0.3) 4.4 (0.3) 10.7 (0.9) 15.3 (1.6) 8.8 (0.9)
Age
DO YBAIS. . v v vt it e e e e s 1.2 (0.2) 0.6 (0.2) 1.5 (0.7) 4.8 (1.5) 1.2 (0.6)
TO-T4YRAIS « v v v et vttt e i e 7.0 (0.5) 4.4 (0.5) 9.2 (1.4) 18.6 (2.9) 8.4 (1.5}
1517 YEAIS & v vttt ittt e e 14.9 (0.8) 10.3 (0.9) 22.0 (2.3) 30.9 (4.9) 16.4 (2.0)
Gender
Male. .o i e e e e 10.2 (0.3) 6.4 (0.5) 16.2 (1.7) 24.3 (2.8) 12.1 (1.6)
Fermale . ....coiiii i i e 3.8 (0.5) 2.4 (0.3) 5.1 (0.9) 6.5 (1.4) 5.6 (0.9)
Race
WHHE © oottt i r it i e 5.9 (0.3) 4,1 (0.3) 9.9 (1.0) 9.1 (2.4) 7.9 (0.9)
Black ..o i it i e e 13.7 (1.0) 8.5 (1.7) 18.5 (1.9) 18.2 (2.1) 16.0 (3.3)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . ...ttt ittt e it i 9.0 (1.1) 6.9 (1.2) 12.9 3.1) 16.5 (6.1) 3.4 (1.9)
Non-Hispanic .. ...... .0ttt inennnnnn 6.9 (0.3) 4.1 (0.3) 10.4 (0.9} 15.2 (1.7) 9.4 (1.0)
Number of siblings®
T 6.8 (0.3) 4.4 (0.4) 10.6 (1.0) 17.0 (2.0) 8.0 (1.0)
OB OrMOrE. v vt vttt ts e taneenneeeenannen 8.5 (0.6) 4.8 (0.7) 11.2 (1.5) 9.2 (2.0) 12.6 (1.7)
Education of mother figure
Llessthan12years. ... ... .. v, 11.6 (0.9) 8.2 (1.2 15.0 (2.4) 18.4 (2.6) 12.4 (2.6)
T2YEaIS o v v vt i v et s 6.6 (0.5) 4.3 (0.5) 8.6 (1.4) 13.7 (2.5) 8.2 (1.3)
Morethan 12years. . .o .o vveiieninvn e 5.1 (0.4) 2.9 (0.4) 9.4 (1.3) 10.7 (3.1) 7.6 (1.5)
Employment of mother figure
Employed. . .. ..o i e e 6.9 (0.4) 4.4 (0.4) 10.9 (1.1) 15.1 (2.3) 8.9 (1.0)
Notemployed . . . ... . 7.2 (0.6) 4.5 (0.6) 10.2 (1.5) 15.4 (2.2) 8.6 (1.7)
Annual family income
lessthan$10,000 . ... ..o v it e 11.7 (1.1) 5.0 (1.5) 11.3 (1.9) 16.2 (2.3) 15.0 (5.1)
$10,000-$19,999 . . .. . it e 9.8 (0.8) 8.6 (1.4) 11.1 (1.8) 15.8 (3.1) 8.5 (1.9)
$20,000-834,999 . . . . .. i e i e 6.4 (0.5) 4.0 (0.5) 10.8 (1.9) 13.9 (5.0) 8.5 (1.9)
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . . ... e 5.1 (0.6) 3.9 (0.5) 8.2 (3.3 11.4 (0.9) 8.0 (2.0
$50,0000IMOMe .. v v vt v vttt et et cn e 4.3 (0.5) 2.9 (0.5) 11.5 (6.9) 0.0 (0.0) 8.4 (1.9)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

Lessthan50percent. . .. ... ittt 11.8 (1.4) 3.9 (1.7) 9.5 (2.2) 17.7 (3.0) 15.4 (8.6)
BO-99 PEICEM. « v v v e v e it e i e e 11.9 (1.2) 10.7 (2.0) 12.4 (2.0) 15.2 (2.9) 9.5 (3.2)
100199 pereent . . .o v vt vt e e e e 7.5 (0.6) 5.0 (0.7) 11.4 (1.9) 10.6 (2.2) 8.4 (2.0)
200-299 PErCENt . v v vt i et 6.3 (0.6) 4.2 (0.7) 8.5 (1.6) 19.5 (6.7) 9.5 (1.9)
300 PErCeNt O MOIB . v v v v v v v v vt e naaeeaeaannns 4.7 (0.4) 3.2 (0.4) 11.0 (2.4) 5.1 3.7) 7.5 (1.3)

1including other and unknown family type.

2including children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.

SNumber of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown In parentheses.
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Table 12. Number of children 5-17 years of age and percent who were ever the subject of a parent-ieacher conference, by famlly' type

and selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children’ father no father no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total ... 45,144 25,945 5712 2,702 5,132
Percent
Total . 17.6 (0.5) 13.3 (0.5) 21.3 (1.3) 27.6 (2.2) 22.9 (1.4)
Age
B YBAIS. . o i e e 13.2 (0.7) 10.9 (0.9) 15.6 (2.3) 20.9 (3.0) 16.6 (2.6)
TOTAYEAIS . o v vttt et e 19.1 (0.8) 13.5 (0.9) 23.7 (1.9) 32.8 (4.2) 26.7 (2.2)
1617 YEArS . . o . e 20.9 (1.0) 16.5 (1.1) 23.8 (2.6) 32.4 (4.7) 23.0 (2.6)
Gender
Male. ... . e 22,7 (0.8) 18.3 (0.9) 26.3 (2.0) 34.5 (3.1) 27.1 (2.1)
Female . ...t e 12.3 (0.5) 8.0 (0.6) 16.3 (1.8) 20.9 (2.7) 18.8 (2.0)
Race
White .. ... e 16.5 (0.5) 13.0 (0.6) 21.3 (1.5) 24.4 (3.8) 23.1 (1.6)
BIACK © v it e 23.2 (1.4) 17.7 (2.4) 20.4 (2.5) 29.4 (2.9) 25.2 (4.7)
Hispanic origin
HISPANIC & . vttt i e et e 18,1 (1.8) 16.2 (2.3) 20.8 (3.7) 29.6 (5.4) 15.9 (5.0)
NON-HISPARIC . . o vt e it e e v i e 17.4 (0.5) 12.8 (0.5) 21.4 (1.4) 271 (2.4) 23.6 (1.4)
Number of siblings3
NN, + v v ettt e e 17.3 {0.6) 13.2 (0.6) 21.4 (1.5) 28.7 (2.7) 23.4 (1.7)
ONEOrmMOre. . v v it et i e e e e 19.0 (0.9) 14.3 (1.0) 20.9 (1.9) 23.8 (2.7) 20.4 (2.1)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12vyears. ... ... . ... iiinnnne.. 20.5 (1.4) 18.5 (1.7} 21.7 (2.8) 30.2 (2.9) 23.3 (3.3)
12years . ... . e e 17.1 (0.7) 13.3 (0.8) 20.7 (2.0) 24.7 (2.9) 24.3 (2.3)
Morethan12vyears. . . ... ... i i, 16.4 (0.7) 12.3 (0.8) 21.8 (2.1) 27.2 (6.2) 20.5 (2.4)
Employment of mother figure
EMPIOYEd. . . ot e 17.2 (0.6) 13.4 (0.7) 21,5 (1.5) 23.2 (2.6) 23.0 (1.8)
Notemployed . . .. ... ... .. i 17.6 {0.8) 13.2 (0.9) 20.8 (2.3) 31.5(3.1) 22,6 (2.5)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . . . . v oottt 22.2 (1.6) 145 (2.9) 19.7 (2.4) 302 (2.7) 24.0 (6.4)
$10,000-$19,999 . . . . . ...t 20.5 (1.3) 16.3 (1.9) 21.4 (2.6) 29.0 (4.3) 25.3 (4.3)
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . . . e 17.0 (0.9) 129 (1.1) 24.6 (2.6) 16.8 (5.3) 23.0 (2.6)
$35,000-349,999 . . . . ... 16.7 (1.0) 13.6 (1.0) 24.4 (4.9) 33.8 (5.2) 225 (2.9)
$50,0000rmMOre .. ..o vt 15.7 {0.9) 12.8 (1.0) 19.6 (7.4) 285 (4.2) 22.8 (3.1)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

Lessthan50percent. . . ... .. oo i i 22.8 (2.2) 12.4 (3.9) 16.4 (3.2) 35.2 (3.7) 255 (1.9)
BO—99 PEICENt. « « v v vt e vt e e 21.2 (1.7) 17.8 (2.6) 22.2 (2.8) 21.6 (3.6) 26.4 (5.9)
100199 PErCent . . . . . v vt e et 18.5 (1.1) 147 (1.4) 20.3 (2.7) 24.0 (4.4) 23.1 (2.6)
200299 percent . .. ... e 16.0 (0.9) 12.4 (1.1) 22.3 (2.6) 26.0 (5.5) 20.8 (3.2)
B00percentOr MOore . . . v o vt v e et e e e 16.4 (0.7) 13.1 (0.7) 245 (3.2) 12.0 (6.0) 22.5 (2.0)

tincluding other and unknown family type.

zlncludlng children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.

3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 13. Number of children 3-17 years of age and percent treated for emotional or behavioral problems in the past 12 months, by
family type and selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children! father no father - no father father
Number of children in thousands
Total ... 52,209 30,856 6,358 3,362 5,428
Percent
=1 4.6 (0.2) 2.7 (0.2) 8.8 (0.6) 4.4 (0.7) 6.6 (0.8)
Age
e Y L P 0.9 (0.2) 0.5 (0.2) 21 (1.3} 1.1 (0.7) 3.7 (2.2)
L2 - 1 4.1 (0.3) 2,7 (0.4) 6.8 (1.2) 4.4 (1.3) 6.2 (1.2)
10-14years . ..ottt i e e e e e 5.2 (0.4) 3.0 (0.9) 11.1 (1.4) 5.3 (1.5) 5.5 (0.9)
15-17Years . . oo v vttt i e e 6.7 (0.5) 4.0 (0.6) 10.7 (1.6) 7.1 (2.7) 9.4 (1.7)
Gender
MEIE . vttt e e e e 5.0 (0.3) 3.3 (0.3) 9.3 (1.0) 4.7 (1.0) 6.0 (1.1)
Female . ... ...ttt ittt i i 4.1 (0.3) 2.0 (0.2) 8.2 (1.0) 4.1 (1.0) 7.3 (1.0)
Race
21 4.8 (0.2) 2.7 (0.2) 10.3 (0.8) 6.8 (1.6) 6.8 (0.9)
BlacK .. vt e et e e 3.6 (0.5) 2.3 (0.6) 4.4 (1.0) 3.3 (0.8) 4.0 (1.5)
Hispanic origin
Hispanic . .. ..o iiiie ittt iiie i, 3.4 {0.6) 1.5 (0.6) 5.3 (1.8) 6.3 (2.5) 2,5 (2.0)
Non-Hispanic . ......ccoveiinninnnnnnn.. 4.7 (0.2) 2.8 (0.2) 9.3 (0.7) 4.1 (0.8) 7.0 (0.8)
Number of siblings®
None, . .ot e e e e 4.2 (0.2) 2.6 {0.2) 8.5 (0.7) 4.3 (0.9) 6.9 (0.9}
ONE OrMOIE. . ot v ettt ettt i et et e 6.1 (0.4) 3.2 (0.5) 9.8 (1.1) 4.7 (1.0} 5.5 (1.2)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan12years. . . ... o v itinininineeennn. 4.3 (0.9) 2.8 (0.5) 7.3 (1.5) 4.1 (1.3) 4.6 (1.3)
B T - 4.3 (0.3) 2.5 (0.3) 8.9 (1.1) 4.2 (1.2) 5.6 (1.0)
Morethan12years. . . . ... v ittt e iinennn. 5.0 (0.3) 2.9 (0.4) 9.5 (1.2) 5.6 (1.8) 9.3 (1.7)
Employment of mother figure
Employed. . . . ... i e e e 4.8 (0.3) 2.9 (0.3) 9.0 (0.9) 4.5 (1.1) 73(1.0)
Notemployed . . . oo v ittt ittt it i 3.9 (0.3) 2.4 (0.3) 8.2 (1.3) 4.3 (1.2) 5.0 (1.3)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . . ... ovin et iinennne . 6.2 (0.8) 2.3 (0.9) 88 (14 - 5.4 (1.3) 5.1 (2.6)
$10,000-819,999 . . . . ...ttt i e 5.3 (0.5) 2.7 (0.5) 9.2 (1.5) 4.4 (1.6) 7.3 (1.9)
$20,000-$34,999 . . . . . ... e e 3.9 (0.4) 2.1 (0.3) 9.1 (1.7) 3.0 (1.4) 6.4 (1.4)
$35,000-$49,999 . . . . ...t e 4.1 (0.4) 2.7 (0.4) 9.0 (2.6) 6.7 (6.6) 6.9 (1.6)
$50,0000rmMOre « . v v v it ittt i e 5.0 (0.6) 3.9 (0.6) 18.8 (6.3) 0.0 (0.0 7.8 (2.0)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

lessthanS0percent. . .. ....... ... i, 5.6 (1.1) 2.0(1.2) 7.2 (2.0) 56 (1.7) 3.9 (3.9
50-99percent. . . ... e e e 4.6 (0.6) 2.4 (0.8) 8.5 (1.5) 3.0 (1.0) 3.9 (1.9)
100-199percent . .. .ottt i i i e 4.2 (0.4 1.9 (0.3) 6.9 (1.3) 4.1 (1.6) 8.1 (1.5)
200-209percent . ... it e 4.7 (0.49) 2.8 (0.5) 11.9 (1.9) 6.6 (2.6) 5.0 (1.5)
300 percent OF MO . v v v v v e e e encee e e ennns 4.7 (0.4) 3.2 (0.4) 11.0 {2.0) 3.5 (2.1) 74 (1.9

Tincluding other and unknown family type.

2lm:luding children with other and unknown values on individual demographic and social characteristics.

3Number of siblings 17 years of age and under, Including step, adoptive, and foster siblings.

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are shown in parentheses.
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Table 14. Number of children 5-17 years of age and percent with one or more indicators of behavioral problems, by family type and
selected demographic and social characteristics: United States, 1988

Biological Formerly Never-
mother married married Mother
All and mother and mother and and step-
Characteristic children! father no father no father father
Number of children In thousands
Total? . 45,144 25,945 5,712 2,702 5,132
Percent
Total? ... 57.1 (0.5) 52.1 (0.6) 68.6 (1.5) 48.9 (1.5) 755 (1.4)
Age
BeOYBAIS. . v v v e e e e e e 84.3 (0.8) 82.3 (1.0) 86.0 (2.2) 88.7 (2.2) 91.4 (1.5)
TO-TAYBAIS « o o ot et et 83.5 (0.8) 81.4 (1.0) 83.3 (2.1) 91.2 (1.9) 87.4 (2.0)
AB—1TYEAIS « ot it e e e 80.6 (0.8) 78.4 (1.1) 85.2 (1.8) 88.9 (3.2) 80.4 (3.1)
Gender
Male. ... ... 57.5 (0.7) 52.0 (0.9) 71.0 (1.9) 49.0 (2.1} 76.6 (1.9)
FOMAIE .« o v vt et et e e 56.7 (0.7) 52.2 (0.9) 66.2 (2.1) 48.7 (2.3) 74.4 (2.3)
Race
WHHE © et e 57.1 (0.5) 52.5 (0.7) 67.7 (1.6) 42.5 (2.7) 75.7 (1.6)
BIACK .« v v i e e 58.7 (1.4) 52.0 (2.5) 72.5 (3.0) 52.8 (2.0) 75.6 (3.9)
Hispanic origin
HISPANIC ottt vt et e 57.5 (1.4) 54.9 (1.8) 64.1 (4.1) 49.4 (4.9) 68.6 (5.3)
Non-Hispanic . ... ...... ...y 57.8 (0.6) 52.5 (0.7) 69.8 (1.6) 49.3 (1.7) 76.6 (1.5)
Number of siblings3
NONE. .+ vt 60.4 (0.6) 55.9 (0.7) 70.6 (1.7) 55.9 (1.9) 78.6 (1.6)
OMEOTMOIB. o v v vttt et ittt e e 44.7 (0.9) 34.0 (0.9) 62.0 (2.3) 34.1 (2.2) 63.6 (2.6)
Education of mother figure
Lessthan 12 years. . . . . v oo v e v i e v i v i i e 60.0 (1.0) 56.3 (1.6) 68.1 (3.1) 541 (2.4) 71.5 (3.4)
2 YBAIS . it e e e 58.9 (0.8) 54.7 (0.9) 67.9 (1.9) 46.4 (2.6) 78.6 (1.9)
Morethan 12years. . . .. ... .ot 53.6 (0.7) 47.8 (0.9) 69.9 (2.5) 43.4 (3.8) 73.5 (2.5)
Employment of mother figure
Employed. . .. .. i e e 60.9 (0.7) 55.8 (0.8) 70.3 (1.7) 55.6 (2.2) 80.1 (1.6)
Notemployed . . . ... it i 51.8 (0.7) 47.0 (1.0) 65.5 (2.5) 46.0 (1.8) 67.2 (2.6)
Annual family income
Lessthan $10,000 . .. .. .. v 57.2 (1.3) 459 (3.1) 70.6 (2.9) 50.9 (1.9) 74.2 (4.9)
$10,000-819,999 . . .. ... 56.3 (1.2) 47.6 (1.6) 71.9 (2.8) 47.7 (3.8) 77.4 (2.7)
$20,000-834,999 . . ...t e 56.8 (0.9) 52,0 (1.2) 66.9 (3.2) 51.3 (4.9) 73.4 (2.6)
$35,000-849,999 . . ..t 59.7 (1.0) 55.4 (1.3) 69.3 (5.5) 42.1 (9.2) 79.8 (2.6)
$50,000 OF MOME « o v v v vttt e e 58.7 {1.1) 55.9 (1.2) 62.3 (7.6) 16.3 (8.1) 79.4 (3.7)
Annual family income as percent of poverty line

LessthanB0percent. . .. .. ... i ii i 56.3 (1.6} 50.1 (3.7) 69.0 (3.9) 52.2 (24) 74.4 (7.6)
BO-99percent. . . ... e e 58.1 (1.6) 51.1 (2.8) 68.7 (3.0) 49.2 (2.6) 72.2 (6.3)
100=199 PEICENT « « « v v o oo e e e 55.6 (0.9) 49.8 (1.2) 67.5 (2.8) 48.4 (3.7) 76.0 (2.6)
200299 PEICENAL . « v vt e e e e 58.6 {1.0) 53.8 (1.3) 70.1 (3.2) 51.1